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KORTABASY LUCALITIES HOLD EKLECTIUNS

HETLURGKTANG LOCAL ELECTIONS -- Tung-pei Jdih-pao, 17 Mer 49

Eeilungkiang -~ Elections for villege peo,le's revresentatives have bsen
two thirde completed in 16 heiens baving a total cf 2,%72 villages.

It 18 epperent that there ere still many gaps ia th~ villagers' know-
ledge and apprecimtion of their wrivileges, rights, and reaponsibili+ies as
masters of their cwvn destinies. Msny ars Inclined to misunderstand the pur-
proses of the peasant movement, and to leeve matters to a few to manage ag here-
tofore. In same instances landlords ead wealtky frrmers have taken sdvantsgo
of this attitude to regein copsiderable pover in local affairs.

Cadremen must be more active in educating the psorle so as to prevent
these deviations. Three auggestions appear periinent to the situation: (1)
Overcome tke cumplacenoy of the cadree and arouse the claes congciousness of
the peasantry to carry aut a fight for their rights. (2) Onpome the inclinstion to
ellow others to vear the responsibilitios that each individual should share.
Soms cadres havs given the pacple the ispression that names of candidntes for
delogate were rigged 1n advapce, thus discoursging them from voting. (3) Revive
the agsemblies of psople's delegates, ctrengthen the lemds::ship of “hese organize-
tione end gulde them in the selection of reslly important questicna for discussion.

LANDLOBDS USURP POLTTICAL AUTHCRITY -- Tung-pei Jih-pao, 24 Mar k9

lapdlords at the village of Hela-ma-ho-tzu, in Ning-an Hsien, spread falas
rumora agdinat the meyor and other local officiels snd secured the election of them-
dolves and followers to these offices after cbtaining piaces on the electoral com-
mitiee with £heé aid of corrupt party memberg. They then declared that the hslea
authorities had prpolaimed 3 days of lognl gambling at Nev Years. They opaned a
gambling place anqd many ‘of the citizens fost heavily. The formar officials were.
maligned and browheaten. Tie new offiecinls restricted the movemsnte of party mem-
bers and decrqed that meetings of legs thap 20 party memhers counld nqt he held.
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. /Tlie:local mtiitia collected 20;900 yuea & day emch For sentiy fees at
the -gambling. placs. ’ i s at

S

' Tne‘;e’ople_a and ‘party membery ee dissatisfisd with this usurliation of
:pelitical power by the lafidlords and are nov acting to correct this -deviatich
+.and restore the people's suthority. \
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